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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
HYMN OF INVOCATION
1 Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.
2

Today Your gate is open,
And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome
And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav’n.

3

Today our Father calls us;
His Holy Spirit waits;
His blessèd angels gather
Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us
How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father’s home.

"Today Your Mercy Calls Us" LSB 915

1

4

O all-embracing Mercy,
O ever-open Door,
What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open,
One ear will hear our prayer.

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,

2

C

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Psalm 92:1–5; antiphon: Matthew 9:13b, c
P I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.
C For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.
P It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
C to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
P to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
C and your faithfulness by night,
P to the music of the lute and the harp,
C to the melody of the lyre.
P For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
C at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
P How great are your works, O LORD!
C Your thoughts are very deep!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
C

I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.

KYRIE
C♪ Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
C♪ 1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

LSB 204

3

We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.
2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew the
tax collector to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and
inspired witness, grant that we also may follow You, leaving behind all
covetous desires and love of riches; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit
4

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ezekiel 2:8—3:11
P The Old Testament Reading for the Festival of St. Matthew is from
Ezekiel, chapter 2.
8

“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that
rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9And when I
looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book
was in it. 10And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on
the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and
woe.
1
And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll,
and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me
this scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this
scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in
my mouth as sweet as honey.
4
And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with
my words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a
hard language, but to the house of Israel— 6not to many peoples of foreign
speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I
sent you to such, they would listen to you. 7But the house of Israel will not be
willing to listen to you, for they are not willing to listen to me. Because all the
house of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, I have made
your face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads.
9
Like emery harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be
dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” 10Moreover, he said to
me, “Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in your heart,
and hear with your ears. 11And go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to
them and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ whether they hear or refuse
to hear.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
P Your word is a lamp to my feet
C and a light to my path.

Psalm 119:105, 103; 45:1a, c

5

P
C
P
C

How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
My heart overflows with a pleasing theme;
my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.

EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 4.

Ephesians 4:7–16

7

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s
gift. 8Therefore it says,
“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”
9

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended
into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the one who also
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11And he gave
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and
held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C♪ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
6

HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 9:9–13
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
9

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
10
And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and
sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what
this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
7

and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
1 What is the world to me
With all its vaunted pleasure
When You, and You alone,
Lord Jesus, are my treasure!
You only, dearest Lord,
My soul’s delight shall be;
You are my peace, my rest.
What is the world to me!
2

The world seeks to be praised
And honored by the mighty
Yet never once reflects
That they are frail and flighty.
But what I truly prize
Above all things is He,
My Jesus, He alone.
What is the world to me!

3

The world seeks after wealth
And all that mammon offers
Yet never is content
Though gold should fill its coffers.
I have a higher good,
Content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my wealth.
What is the world to me!

4

What is the world to me!
My Jesus is my treasure,
My life, my health, my wealth,
My friend, my love, my pleasure,
My joy, my crown, my all,

8

"What Is the World to Me" LSB 730

My bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare:
What is the world to me!
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERMON

"What Your Lord Wants from You" Matthew 9:9-13

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
OFFERING

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

LSB 208

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity,
9

all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 208
C♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel,
and by the apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your
saving promise fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Grant that we, being instructed in the doctrine of the blessed apostles and
evangelists, may faithfully eat His body and drink His blood and declare
His salvation to all the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
10

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI
C♪ 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

LSB 210

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit
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DISTRIBUTION
Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
C♪ 1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

LSB 211

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
12

LSB 212

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"Sent Forth by God's Blessing" LSB 643
1 Sent forth by God’s blessing,
Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended.
O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching,
Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us,
His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.
2

With praise and thanksgiving
To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing,
In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us,
With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt.
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598
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