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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION
"A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing" LSB 493
1 A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2

The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand.
Alleluia, alleluia!
And with His faithful foll’wers see
Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3

To them the shining angels cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?”
Alleluia, alleluia!
“This is the Savior,” thus they say;
“This is His glorious triumph day!”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4

“You see Him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”
1

Alleluia, alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see
Returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
5

D 6

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

2

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT
Psalm 47:1–2, 5, 8; antiphon: Acts 1:11
P Men of Galilee,
C why do you stand looking into heaven? Alleluia.
P This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,
3

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.
Alleluia.
Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

P
C
P
C

Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking into heaven? Alleluia.
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.
Alleluia.

KYRIE
C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

LSB 186

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
LSB 187
P ♪Glory be to God on high:
C ♪and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
4

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
P ♪Let us pray.
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and
mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
2 Kings 2:5–15
P The Old Testament Reading for the Feast of the Ascension is
from 2 Kings, chapter 2.
5

The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away
your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep
quiet.”
6
Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent
me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty
men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance
5

from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah
took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was
parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go
over on dry ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do
for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let
there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And he said, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from
you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.”
11
And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and
horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father,
my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him
no more.
Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
13
And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went
back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14Then he took the cloak of
Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is
the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went
over.
15
Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him
opposite them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And
they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
P The Second Reading is from Acts, chapter 1.
1

Acts 1:1–11

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus
began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he
had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he
had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by
6

many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God.
4
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said,
“you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven
as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA and VERSE
LSB 190; Psalm 47:5; 68:18a
C ♪Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
P Alleluia. God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound
of a trumpet. Alleluia. You ascended on high, leading a host of
captives in your train. Alleluia.
C ♪Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 16:14–20
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter.
C ♪Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
7

14

Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they were
reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness
of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he
had risen. 15And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim
the gospel to the whole creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17And
these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will
cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up
serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will
not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will
recover.”
19
So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20And they went
out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and
confirmed the message by accompanying signs.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
♪Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
8

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"Up through Endless Ranks of Angels" LSB 491
1 Up through endless ranks of angels,
Cries of triumph in His ears,
To His heav’nly throne ascending,
Having vanquished all their fears,
Christ looks down upon His faithful,
Leaving them in happy tears.
9

2

Death-destroying, life-restoring,
Proven equal to our need,
Now for us before the Father
As our brother intercede;
Flesh that for our world was wounded,
Living, for the wounded plead!

3

To our lives of wanton wand’ring
Send Your Spirit, promised guide;
Through our lives of fear and failure
With Your pow’r and love abide;
Welcome us, as You were welcomed,
To an endless Eastertide.

D 4

Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to see the Father’s face!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace!

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598

SERMON

"Where Is the Lord?" 2 Kings 2:5-15

Stand
OFFERTORY
LSB 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with
Thy free spirit. Amen.
10

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.

LSB 194

P ♪Lift up your hearts.
C ♪We lift them up unto the Lord.
P ♪Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C ♪It is meet and right so to do.
P ♪It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His
resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight
was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His
divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 195
C ♪Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
11

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
LORD’S PRAYER
LSB 196
P ♪Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C ♪For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 197
P ♪Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
♪In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P ♪The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C ♪Amen.

LSB 197

AGNUS DEI
LSB 198
C ♪O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us.
12

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven" LSB 477
1 Alleluia, alleluia!
Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,
Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the cross a victim
For the world’s salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,
Now is risen from the dead.
2

D 3

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Death at last has met defeat:
See the ancient pow’rs of evil
In confusion and retreat;
Once He died, and once was buried:
Now He lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,
Whom we worship and adore.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to God on high:
Alleluia to the Savior
Who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit,
Fount of love and sanctity!
13

Alleluia, alleluia
To the triune Majesty!
Text (sts. 1, 3): Public domain
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002598

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Crown Him with Many Crowns" LSB 525
1 Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.
2

Crown Him the virgin’s Son,
The God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now His brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic rose,
Yet of that rose the stem,
The root whence mercy ever flows,
The babe of Bethlehem.

3

Crown Him the Lord of love.
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes
At mysteries so bright.

14

4

Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

5

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.

Text: Public domain

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
LSB 199
C ♪Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
P ♪O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
15

LSB 200

C ♪and His mercy endureth forever.
P ♪Let us pray.
♪We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
BENEDICAMUS
P ♪Bless we the Lord.
C ♪Thanks be to God.

LSB 202

BENEDICTION
LSB 202
P ♪The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you
peace.
C ♪Amen, amen, amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"On Christ's Ascension I Now Build" LSB 492
1 On Christ’s ascension I now build
The hope of my ascension;
This hope alone has always stilled
All doubt and apprehension;
For where the Head is, there as well
I know His members are to dwell
When Christ will come and call them.
16

2

Since Christ returned to claim His throne,
Great gifts for me obtaining,
My heart will rest in Him alone,
No other rest remaining;
For where my treasure went before,
There all my thoughts will ever soar
To still their deepest yearning.

3

O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me,
Recalling Your ascension,
That I may serve You faithfully
In thanks for my redemption;
And then, when all my days will cease,
Let me depart in joy and peace
In answer to my pleading.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598
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