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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION
"Shepherd of Tender Youth" LSB 864
1 Shepherd of tender youth,
Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways;
Christ, our triumphant king,
We come Your name to sing
And here our children bring
To join Your praise.
2

You are the holy Lord,
O all-subduing Word,
Healer of strife.
Yourself You did abase
That from sin’s deep disgrace
You so might save our race
And give us life.

3

You are the great High Priest;
You have prepared the feast
Of holy love;
And in our mortal pain
None calls on You in vain;
Our plea do not disdain;
Help from above.
1

4

O ever be our guide,
Our shepherd, and our pride,
Our staff and song.
Jesus, O Christ of God,
By Your enduring Word
Lead us where You have trod;
Make our faith strong.

5

So now, and till we die,
Sound we Your praises high
And joyful sing:
Infants and all the throng,
Who to the Church belong,
Unite to swell the song
To Christ, our king!

Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

2

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT
Psalm 33:1, 18–20; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a
P The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alleluia.
C By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alleluia.
P Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous!
C Praise befits the upright.
P Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
C on those who hope in his steadfast love,
P that he may deliver their soul from death
C and keep them alive in famine.
P Our soul waits for the LORD;
C he is our help and our shield.

3

♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
P
C

The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alleluia.
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alleluia.

KYRIE
C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

LSB 186

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
LSB 187
P ♪Glory be to God on high:
C ♪and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.

4

P ♪Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the
fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril
of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ezekiel 34:11–16
P The Old Testament Reading for the Third Sunday of Easter is
from Ezekiel, chapter 34.
11

“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for
my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out
my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and
will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of
the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down
in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I
will destroy. I will feed them in justice.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

5

EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 2.

1 Peter 2:21–25

21

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
22
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When
he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges
justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA and VERSE
LSB 190; Luke 24:35b; John 10:14
C ♪Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
P Alleluia. [The Lord] was known to them in the breaking of the
bread. Alleluia. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me. Alleluia.
C ♪Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL
John 10:11–16
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C ♪Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
11

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
6

sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So
there will be one flock, one shepherd.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C ♪Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.

7

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"The King of Love My Shepherd Is" LSB 709
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.
2

Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

3

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

8

4

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text: Public domain

SERMON

"He Who Seeks You Out" Ezekiel 34:11-16

Stand
OFFERTORY
LSB 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with
Thy free spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
9

Stand
PREFACE
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.

LSB 194

P ♪Lift up your hearts.
C ♪We lift them up unto the Lord.
P ♪Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C ♪It is meet and right so to do.
P ♪It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You
on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and
bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death,
and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 195
C ♪Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

10

LORD’S PRAYER
LSB 196
P ♪Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C ♪For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 197
P ♪Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
♪In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P ♪The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C ♪Amen.

LSB 197

AGNUS DEI
LSB 198
C ♪O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
11

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus" LSB 685
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.
2

Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

3

Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
12

Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die,
There to live with You on high.
4

Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,
Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"I Am Jesus' Little Lamb" LSB 740
1 I am Jesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.
2

Day by day, at home, away,
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, He bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.

13

3

Who so happy as I am,
Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast,
There within His arms to rest.

Text: Public domain

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
LSB 199
C ♪Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
P ♪O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C ♪and His mercy endureth forever.

LSB 200

P ♪Let us pray.
♪We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.

14

P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
BENEDICAMUS
P ♪Bless we the Lord.
C ♪Thanks be to God.

LSB 202

BENEDICTION
LSB 202
P ♪The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you
peace.
C ♪Amen, amen, amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe" LSB 666
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow’r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints
Lasts but a little hour.
2

Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3

As true as God’s own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
15

God is with us and we with God—
Our vict’ry cannot fail.
4

Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise
Forevermore. Amen.

Text: Public domain
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