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+ TODAY WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the
confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives
into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which
is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak
with the pastor.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor.
11:17-34.

+ ABOUT OUR MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES +
In 1 Corinthians 5:7, St. Paul says, “Christ, our Passover Lamb” has been
sacrificed. He makes the explicit connection between the Passover meal of Old
Testament Israel and the suffering and death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Just
prior to His Passion and Death, Jesus himself used the Passover meal to institute
a “new testament in His blood.”
For our Midweek Lenten Series this year, we will examine connections between
the account of the first Passover in Exodus 12. There, the Lord God sent a final
plague upon the land of Egypt—the death of the firstborn—and delivered Israel
out of their slavery.
We will follow each of those readings with a reading from The Passion of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. This reading will be a “conflation” or “harmonization” of the
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four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. It will compile all four Gospel
accounts together into one account of our Lord’s Passion, beginning with the
institution of the Lord’s Supper on Thursday evening and culminating with
Christ’s burial at the end of the day on Friday.
One of the most well-known Passion harmonizations was compiled in the 16th
century by Johannes Bugenhagen: colleague, friend, and pastor to Martin Luther
himself. Throughout the history of Lutheranism, there is a long tradition of
hearing from such Passion histories. I pray that it will be a blessing to you as it
has blessed numerous Lutherans over the past 500 years!

+ MIDWEEK OF JUDICA +
Wednesday, 24 March A+D 2021 • 7:00 P.M.
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four, pg. 203

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION
"In the Cross of Christ I Glory" LSB 427
1 In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
2

When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

4

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
3

Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.
Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
4

KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

LSB 204

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people
that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

P

C
Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 12:29-32
P The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 12.
29

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive
who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30And Pharaoh
rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was
a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead.
31
Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from
among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the LORD,
as you have said. 32Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be
gone, and bless me also!”
28
Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded
Moses and Aaron, so they did.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
5

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
V. Calvary
The soldiers now had charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out
of the city to a place called Skull Hill, in Hebrew, Golgotha. As they led him
away, they laid hold of Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus,
who was coming in from the country. On him they laid the cross that he might
bear it after Jesus. Following him was a great company of people and of women
who bewailed and lamented him. Jesus turned to them and said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and
for your children. The days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are
the barren and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave suck.’
Then they will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’
For if they do these things with a green tree, what will happen with a dry one?”
There were also two others, criminals whom they led along to be put to death
with him. When they came to the place called Golgotha, they gave him wine
mingled with gall to drink, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.
It was the third hour, and there they crucified him.
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
The two criminals they also crucified with him—one on his right, the other
on his left, with Jesus in the middle. The Scripture was then fulfilled which
says, “And he was numbered with the transgressors.”
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they cast lots to divide his clothes and
decide what each should take. They made four parts, one for each soldier. There
remained his tunic, which was without seam, woven in one piece from the top
to the bottom. They said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to
decide who shall have it.” The Scripture was thus fulfilled which says, “They
divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” These things
the soldiers did and, sitting down, they kept watch over him there.
Over his head was put the charge against him. Pilate wrote the notice to be
put on the cross. It read, JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS. This
title was read by many of the Jews, for the place where Jesus was crucified was
near to the city, and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. The chief
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priests of the Jews then said to Pilate, “You should not write, ‘The King of the
Jews,’ but ‘This man said, I am the King of the Jews.’”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
People stood by, watching. Those who passed by derided him, wagging their
heads, and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in
three days, save yourself. If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him to one
another saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the
King of Israel, now come down from the cross that we may see and believe. He
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the
Son of God.’”
The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him wine, and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.” The thieves who were
crucified with him also reviled him. And one of the criminals who hung there
with him railed at him:
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.”
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God since you are under
the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for what we have done; but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”
Near to the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold
your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that
hour the disciple took her into his own home.
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
When some of them that were standing there heard it, they said, “He is
calling for Elijah.”
7

After this, Jesus knew that all things were accomplished. Fulfilling the
Scripture he said, “I thirst.” There was a jar of wine standing there. One of them
ran immediately to get a sponge. He filled it with wine, put it on a reed, held it
up to his mouth, and gave it to him to drink.
Others said, “Wait and see if Elijah will come and save him.”
When Jesus had received the wine, he cried with a loud voice, “It is
finished!” Then he said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having
said this, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of
many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs,
and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many
people.
When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he died, he said, “Truly,
this man was the Son of God.”
All the people who had gathered to see the sight, when they saw what had
happened, turned away beating their breasts. Those who had known him stood
at a distance, as also the women who had followed him from Galilee. Among
them was Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses,
and Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
It was the day of Preparation before the Sabbath, and this was Passover
Sabbath. Therefore, so that the bodies should not remain on the crosses during
the Sabbath, the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies
removed. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other
who was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs, but one of the soldiers pierced his side
with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. One who saw it is our
witness, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth that you also
may believe. These things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not
one of his bones shall be broken.” And again, another Scripture says, “They
shall look on him whom they pierced.”
8

By this time evening had come. A respected member of the council, Joseph
of Arimathea, was one who was looking for the kingdom of God, a good and
righteous man who had not consented to their purpose and deed. He was a
disciple of Jesus secretly, for he feared the Jews. Now he took courage and went
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
Pilate was astonished that he could be dead already. He called for the
centurion and asked him whether Jesus was already dead. When he was assured
by the centurion that it was so, Pilate granted Joseph the corpse and commanded
that it be given over to him.
Joseph bought fine linen and came and took the body of Jesus. Nicodemus
came also, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound
weight. It was he who had first come to Jesus by night. They then took the body
of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom
of the Jews.
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the
garden a new tomb, where no one had ever been buried. Joseph laid the body in
his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock, and rolled a great stone
to the door of the tomb, and departed.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were sitting there opposite
the sepulcher and saw where he was laid. Then they returned and prepared
spices and ointments. On the sabbath day they rested according to the
commandment.
On the next day, the day after the Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees
went together to Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that imposter said,
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command
that the sepulcher be made secure until the third day to stop his disciples from
coming and stealing him and saying to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’
making the final deception worse than the first.”
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go and make it as secure
as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone
and setting a watch.
9

Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"Upon the Cross Extended" LSB 453
1 Upon the cross extended
See, world, your Lord suspended.
Your Savior yields His breath.
The Prince of Life from heaven
Himself has freely given
To shame and blows and bitter death.
2

Come, see these things and ponder,
Your soul will fill with wonder
As blood streams from each pore.
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Through grief beyond all knowing
From His great heart came flowing
Sighs welling from its deepest core.
3

Who is it, Lord, that bruised You?
Who has so sore abused You
And caused You all Your woe?
We all must make confession
Of sin and dire transgression
While You no ways of evil know.

4

I caused Your grief and sighing
By evils multiplying
As countless as the sands.
I caused the woes unnumbered
With which Your soul is cumbered,
Your sorrows raised by wicked hands.

5

Your soul in griefs unbounded,
Your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me.
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
You healed my wounds and set me free.

6

Your cords of love, my Savior,
Bind me to You forever,
I am no longer mine.
To You I gladly tender
All that my life can render
And all I have to You resign.

7

Your cross I place before me;
Its saving pow’r restore me,
Sustain me in the test.
It will, when life is ending,
11

Be guiding and attending
My way to Your eternal rest.
Text: Public domain

SERMON

“The Firstborn Lamb” Exodus 12:29-32

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

LSB 208

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity,
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
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of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 208
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice
on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We
give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent
Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father,
to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" LSB 621
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending
Comes our homage to demand.
2

King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
14

He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food.
3

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.

4

At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Public domain

Stand
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 212

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
15

C

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN TO DEPART
"Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious" LSB 548
1 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious!
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life!
Death hath now no power o’er us,
Thou hast conquered in the strife.
Thanks because Thou didst arise
And hast opened paradise!
None can fully sing the glory
Of the resurrection story.
2

Thou hast died for my transgression,
All my sins on Thee were laid;
Thou hast won for me salvation,
On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise
And shall meet Thee in the skies.
Death itself is transitory;
I shall lift my head in glory.

3

For the joy Thine advent gave me,
For Thy holy, precious Word;
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me,
For Thy blest Communion board;
For Thy death, the bitter scorn,
For Thy resurrection morn,
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee,
And in heav’n I shall behold Thee.

Text: Public domain
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+ SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE +
Tonight, 3/24
Wednesday, 7:00 P.M.

ELDER

ORGANIST

Dana B.

Digital Music

+ HOLY WEEK, & EASTER SCHEDULE +
Please join us for our full schedule of special services as we mark this holy season
of meditation on Christ’s Passion & Death, followed by the glory of His
Resurrection.
The Triduum
Thurs., Apr. 1st

7:00 P.M.

Holy Thursday Divine Service

Fri., Apr. 2nd

1:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Good Friday Chief Service
Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers

Sat., Apr. 3rd

5:00 P.M.

Vigil of Easter

The Resurrection of Our Lord
Sun., Apr. 4th
6:30 A.M.
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
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Easter Sunrise Divine Service
Easter Day Divine Service

