+ FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT +
Laetare
Sunday, 14 March A+D 2021 • 8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Three, pg. 184

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION "Christ, the Life of All the Living" LSB 420 sts. 13, 7
1 Christ, the life of all the living,
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving
To the darkest depths of woe:
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit
I eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
2

Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee
Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver
From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

3

Thou hast borne the smiting only
That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,
Rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring,
Blessing unto me securing.
1

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
7

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,

2

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT
Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a
P Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
C all you who love her;
P that you may nurse and be satisfied
C from her consoling breast.
P I was glad when they said to me,
C “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
P Our feet have been standing
C within your gates, O Jerusalem!
P Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
C May they be secure who love you!
P For my brothers and companions’ sake
C I will say, “Peace be within you!”
♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost;
3

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
P
C
P
C

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;
that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast.

KYRIE
C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

LSB 186

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
P ♪Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and
soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C ♪Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 16:2–21
P The Old Testament Reading for the Fourth Sunday in Lent is
from Exodus, chapter 16.

4

2

And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel
said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full,
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”
4
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread
from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my
law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it
will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6So Moses and Aaron said
to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the
LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning
you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your
grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble
against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the
evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the
LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what
are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.”
9
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the
people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your
grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation
of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold,
the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11And the LORD said to
Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be
filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your
God.’”
13
In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the
morning dew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up,
there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as
frost on the ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to
eat. 16This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one
5

of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according
to the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” 17And
the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less.
18
But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much
had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of
them gathered as much as he could eat. 19And Moses said to them,
“Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20But they did not
listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred worms
and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21Morning by morning
they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew
hot, it melted.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
P I was glad when they said to me,
C “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
P Peace be within your walls
C and security within your towers!

Psalm 122:1, 7

EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 4.

Galatians 4:21–31

21

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to
the law? 22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave
woman and one by a free woman. 23But the son of the slave was born
according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born
through promise. 24Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these
women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children
for slavery; she is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her
children. 26But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.
27
For it is written,

6

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
than those of the one who has a husband.”
28
Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29But just as
at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him
who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30But what
does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the
son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free
woman.” 31So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free
woman.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
TRACT
Psalm 125:1–2, 5b
P Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
C which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
P As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his
people,
C from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon Israel!
HOLY GOSPEL
John 6:1–15
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
1

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him,
because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went
up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4Now
the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes,
then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said
to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?”
7

6

He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do.
Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus
said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the
place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11Jesus
then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed
them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they
wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples,
“Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13So they
gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the
five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. 14When the people saw
the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is
to come into the world!”
15
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by
force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by
himself.
7

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C ♪Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
8

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"Jesus, Priceless Treasure" LSB 743
1 Jesus, priceless treasure,
Fount of purest pleasure,
Truest friend to me,
Ah, how long in anguish
Shall my spirit languish,
Yearning, Lord, for Thee?
Thou art mine,
O Lamb divine!
I will suffer naught to hide Thee;
Naught I ask beside Thee.
2

In Thine arms I rest me;
Foes who would molest me
Cannot reach me here.
Though the earth be shaking,
Ev’ry heart be quaking,
Jesus calms my fear.
Lightnings flash
And thunders crash;
Yet, though sin and hell assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.

3

Satan, I defy thee;
Death, I now decry thee;
9

Fear, I bid thee cease.
World, thou shalt not harm me
Nor thy threats alarm me
While I sing of peace.
God’s great pow’r
Guards ev’ry hour;
Earth and all its depths adore Him,
Silent bow before Him.
4

Hence, all earthly treasure!
Jesus is my pleasure,
Jesus is my choice.
Hence, all empty glory!
Naught to me thy story
Told with tempting voice.
Pain or loss,
Or shame or cross,
Shall not from my Savior move me
Since He deigns to love me.

5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
10

Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!
Text: Public domain
SERMON

"The Miracle of Bread" Exodus 16:2-21

Stand
OFFERTORY
"Create in Me" LSB 956
1 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence;
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.

LSB 194

11

P ♪Lift up your hearts.
C ♪We lift them up unto the Lord.
P ♪Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C ♪It is meet and right so to do.
P ♪It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame
the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 195
C ♪Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
LORD’S PRAYER
LSB 196
P ♪Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
12

C ♪For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 197
P ♪Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
♪In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P ♪The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C ♪Amen.

LSB 197

AGNUS DEI
LSB 198
C ♪O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread" LSB 625
1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,
May I in grace possess You.
13

Let me with holy food be fed,
In hunger I address You.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord,
And, humbly by my prayer implored,
Give me Your grace and mercy.
2

To pastures green, Lord, safely guide,
To restful waters lead me;
Your table well for me provide,
Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone I seek,
To share Your cup of healing.

3

O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight,
For full and free remission
I come with prayer before Your sight
In sorrow and contrition.
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me
That I receive You worthily,
Assured of Your full pardon.

4

I do not merit favor, Lord,
My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord,
O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously,
O Christ, my Lord of mercy!

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
1 Jesus, I will ponder now
On Your holy passion;
With Your Spirit me endow

"Jesus, I Will Ponder Now" LSB 440

14

For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith
May the image cherish
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death
That I may not perish.
2

Make me see Your great distress,
Anguish, and affliction,
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness
And Your crucifixion;
Make me see how scourge and rod,
Spear and nails did wound You,
How for them You died, O God,
Who with thorns had crowned You.

3

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone
Make me see Your passion,
But its cause to me make known
And its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin
Wrought Your deep affliction;
This indeed the cause has been
Of Your crucifixion.

4

Grant that I Your passion view
With repentant grieving.
Let me not bring shame to You
By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun
Ev’ry sinful pleasure
Since for me God’s only Son
Suffered without measure?

5

If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
15

Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!
6

Graciously my faith renew;
Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav’n above
Sing Your praise forever.

Text: Public domain

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
LSB 199
C ♪Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
P ♪O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C ♪and His mercy endureth forever.
P ♪Let us pray.
16

LSB 200

♪We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
BENEDICAMUS
P ♪Bless we the Lord.
C ♪Thanks be to God.

LSB 202

BENEDICTION
LSB 202
P ♪The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you
peace.
C ♪Amen, amen, amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy" LSB 774
1 Feed Thy children, God most holy;
Comfort sinners poor and lowly.
O Thou Bread of Life from heaven,
Bless the food Thou here hast given!
As these gifts the body nourish,
May our souls in graces flourish
Till with saints in heav’nly splendor
At Thy feast due thanks we render.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598
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