+ THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT +
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Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Three, pg. 184

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" LSB 425
1 When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.
2

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

3

See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
1

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
2

INTROIT
Psalm 25:1–2, 17–18, 20; antiphon: vv. 15–16
P My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
C for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
P Turn to me and be gracious to me,
C for I am lonely and afflicted.
P To you, O LORD,
C I lift up my soul.
P O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame;
C let not my enemies exult over me.
P The troubles of my heart are enlarged;
C bring me out of my distresses.
P Consider my affliction and my trouble,
C and forgive all my sins.
P Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!
C Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.
♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
P
C
P
C

My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.

KYRIE
C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
3

LSB 186

P ♪Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all
who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 8:16–24
P The Old Testament Reading for the Third Sunday in Lent is from
Exodus, chapter 8.
16

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all
the land of Egypt.’” 17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand
with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on
man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of
Egypt. 18The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but
they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then the
magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s
heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had
said.
20
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and
present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to
him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, that they may serve me.
21
Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms
of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your
houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of
flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 22But on that day I will
set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no
swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the LORD
4

in the midst of the earth. 23Thus I will put a division between my
people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.”’” 24And
the LORD did so. There came great swarms of flies into the house of
Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of
Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
P Arise, O LORD! Let not man prevail;
C let the nations be judged before you!
P When my enemies turn back,
C they stumble and perish before your presence.
EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 5.
1

Psalm 9:19, 3

Ephesians 5:1–9

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God.
3
But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not
even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no
filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but
instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that
everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that
is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
6
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do
not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of
light is found in all that is good and right and true).
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
5

Stand
TRACT
Psalm 123:1–3a
P To you I lift up my eyes,
C O you who are enthroned in the heavens!
P Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,
C so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy upon
us.
P Have mercy upon us, O LORD,
C have mercy upon us.
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 11:14–28
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
C ♪Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
14

Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the
demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled.
15
But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the
prince of demons,” 16while others, to test him, kept seeking from him
a sign from heaven. 17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided
household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how
will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by
Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your
sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by
the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has
come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own
palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one stronger than he attacks him
and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and
divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters.
24
“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will
return to my house from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds
the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven
6

other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And
the last state of that person is worse than the first.”
27
As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice
and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at
which you nursed!” 28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear
the word of God and keep it!”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C ♪Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
7

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"Jesus, Refuge of the Weary" LSB 423
1 Jesus, refuge of the weary,
Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life’s desert dreary,
Savior from the world above:
Often have Your eyes, offended,
Gazed upon the sinner’s fall;
Yet upon the cross extended,
You have borne the pain of all.
2

Do we pass that cross unheeding,
Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see You wounded, bleeding,
See Your thorn-encircled brow?
Yet Your sinless death has brought us
Life eternal, peace, and rest;
Only what Your grace has taught us
Calms the sinner’s deep distress.

3

Jesus, may our hearts be burning
With more fervent love for You;
May our eyes be ever turning
To behold Your cross anew
Till in glory, parted never
8

From the blessèd Savior’s side,
Graven in our hearts forever,
Dwell the cross, the Crucified.
Text: Public domain

SERMON

"The Finger of God" Exodus 8:16-24

Stand
OFFERTORY
LSB 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with
Thy free spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.

LSB 194

P ♪Lift up your hearts.
C ♪We lift them up unto the Lord.
P ♪Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
9

C ♪It is meet and right so to do.
P ♪It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame
the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 195
C ♪Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
LORD’S PRAYER
LSB 196
P ♪Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C ♪For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

10

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 197
P ♪Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
♪In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P ♪The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C ♪Amen.

LSB 197

AGNUS DEI
LSB 198
C ♪O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Your Table I Approach" LSB 628
1 Your table I approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.

11

2

Lord, I confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3

Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

4

Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

5

O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6

Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Lamb of God, Pure and Holy" LSB 434
1 Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

12

2

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

3

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

Text: Public domain

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
LSB 199
C ♪Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
P ♪O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C ♪and His mercy endureth forever.

13

LSB 200

P ♪Let us pray.
♪We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
BENEDICAMUS
P ♪Bless we the Lord.
C ♪Thanks be to God.

LSB 202

BENEDICTION
LSB 202
P ♪The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you
peace.
C ♪Amen, amen, amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"On My Heart Imprint Your Image" LSB 422
1 On my heart imprint Your image,
Blessèd Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures
Never may Your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be:
Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation,
And my glory and salvation!
14

Text: Public domain
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