FROM PASSOVER TO PASSION

+ MIDWEEK OF INVOCABIT +
Wednesday, 24 February A+D 2021 · 7:00 P.M.
OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
420 W. Breitung Ave., Kingsford, MI 49802
(906) 774-1844
www.ourredeemerkingsford.org
Rev. Matthew D. Ruesch, Pastor
(906) 396-7401 · pastor@ourredeemerkingsford.org
Renee Wilson, Secretary
secretary@ourredeemerkingsford.org

+ TODAY WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the
confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives
into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which
is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak
with the pastor.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor.
11:17-34.

+ ABOUT OUR MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES +
In 1 Corinthians 5:7, St. Paul says, “Christ, our Passover Lamb” has been
sacrificed. He makes the explicit connection between the Passover meal of Old
Testament Israel and the suffering and death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Just
prior to His Passion and Death, Jesus himself used the Passover meal to institute
a “new testament in His blood.”
For our Midweek Lenten Series this year, we will examine connections between
the account of the first Passover in Exodus 12. There, the Lord God sent a final
plague upon the land of Egypt—the death of the firstborn—and delivered Israel
out of their slavery.
We will follow each of those readings with a reading from The Passion of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. This reading will be a “conflation” or “harmonization” of the
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four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. It will compile all four Gospel
accounts together into one account of our Lord’s Passion, beginning with the
institution of the Lord’s Supper on Thursday evening and culminating with
Christ’s burial at the end of the day on Friday.
One of the most well-known Passion harmonizations was compiled in the 16th
century by Johannes Bugenhagen: colleague, friend, and pastor to Martin Luther
himself. Throughout the history of Lutheranism, there is a long tradition of
hearing from such Passion histories. I pray that it will be a blessing to you as it
has blessed numerous Lutherans over the past 500 years!

+ MIDWEEK OF INVOCABIT +
Wednesday, 24 February A+D 2021 • 7:00 P.M.
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four, pg. 203

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION "The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord" LSB 634 sts. 1-4
1 The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
We celebrate with one accord;
It is our comfort in distress,
Our heart’s sweet joy and happiness.
2

He blotted out with His own blood
The judgment that against us stood;
For us He full atonement made,
And all our debt He fully paid.

3

That this forever true shall be
He gives a solemn guarantee:
In this His holy Supper here
We taste His love so sweet, so near.

4

His Word proclaims and we believe
That in this Supper we receive
3

His very body, as He said,
His very blood for sinners shed.
Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

C

4

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

LSB 204

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that
following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world
toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
P The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 12.
1

Exodus 12:1–6

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall
be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for
you. 3Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every
man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household.
4
And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor
shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat
you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish,
a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly
of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.
5

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
I. The Lord's Supper
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, also called the Passover, drew near,
and Jesus said to his disciples: “You know that after two days is the Feast of the
Passover, and the Son of Man will be given over to be crucified.”
Then the chief priests and scribes assembled with the elders of the people in
the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and consulted how they
might take Jesus craftily and put him to death. But they said, “Not on the feast
day, lest there be an uproar among the people,” for they feared the people.
Then Satan entered into Judas, surnamed Iscariot, one of the Twelve. He
went his way to the chief priests and captains and spoke together with them how
he might betray Jesus to them. They were glad to hear him. He said to them,
“What will you give me to betray him to you?”
They promised to give him money and agreed with him for thirty pieces of
silver. He accepted, and from that time he sought opportunity to betray him in
the absence of the multitude.
Then came the first day of Unleavened Bread when they sacrificed the
Passover lamb. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover,
that we may eat it.”
They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?”
He said to them, “Go into the city and, when you have entered the city, watch
for a man bearing a pitcher of water. When he meets you, follow him into the
house where he enters. You shall say to the man who lives there, ‘The Master
says to you, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house. Where
is the room for me to eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ And he will show
you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us.”
The disciples did as Jesus had directed them. They came into the city and
found it as he had told them; and they made ready the Passover.
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When the hour was come, Jesus sat down and the apostles with him. As they
were eating, he said, “I have longed to eat this Passover with you before I suffer,
for I say to you I shall not eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of the new testament,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
“Truly I say to you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine until
that day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom of my Father.”
There was also a strife among them as to which of them should be accounted
the greatest. He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over
them; and they that exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ It shall
not be so among you. He that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger;
and he that is chief, as he that serves. For who is greater, he that sits at the table
or he that serves? Is it not he that sits at the table? But I am among you as a
servant. You are they who have continued with me in my temptations. I appoint
you to a kingdom, as my Father has appointed me. You shall eat and drink at
my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Jesus knew that his hour was come to depart from the world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who are in the world, he loved them to the end.
Already Satan had put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray
him. Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he
had come from God and was going to God. He rose from supper, laid aside his
garments, and girded himself with a towel. He poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which
he was girded.
When he came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, do you wash my
feet?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not know now,
but after these things you will understand.”
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Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.”
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my
head.”
Jesus said to him, “He who has been bathed does not need to wash more than
his feet, for he is clean altogether. You are clean, but not all of you.” He knew
who was to betray him; that was why he said not every one was clean.
So after he had washed their feet and taken his garments and sat down again,
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me the Master
and the Lord, and it is good that you say this, for so I am. If I, then, your Lord
and Master, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
I have done this to show you the way to do as I have done to you. Truly, truly,
I say to you, a servant is not greater than his lord; neither is he that is sent greater
than he that sent him. If you know these things, happy are you if you do them.
“I do not speak of you all; I know whom I have chosen. The Scripture must
be fulfilled, ‘He that eats bread with me has lifted up his heel against me.’
Already now I tell you of this, before it happens, so that when it does happen
you may believe that I am he.
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives anyone whom I shall send,
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives him who sent me.”
When Jesus had said these things, his spirit was in turmoil. He bore witness
and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you that one of you will betray me.”
The disciples looked at one another dumbfounded about whom he spoke.
One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was leaning on Jesus’ bosom. Simon
Peter said to him, “Ask who it is of whom he is speaking.”
That disciple who was reclining on Jesus’ chest said to him, “Lord, who is
it?”
Jesus then answered, “It is the one to whom I shall give the piece of bread
after I have dipped it.”
He dipped the piece of bread he had in his hand and gave it to Judas, son of
Simon Iscariot. After the piece of bread had been dipped, Satan entered into
that one. Jesus said to him, “What you are doing, do quickly.”
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No one at the table knew what the purpose was of what Jesus had said to
him. Because Judas kept the money bag, some thought Jesus had told him to
buy what was needed for the feast or to give something to the poor. When that
man had received the piece of bread, he went out immediately, and it was night.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and in
him God is glorified. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify him in himself,
and at once he will glorify him.
“Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as I
said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A
new commandment I give you, that you love one another as I have loved you.
For this I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but
afterwards you will follow me.”
Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
9

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
1 Jesus, I will ponder now
On Your holy passion;
With Your Spirit me endow
For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith
May the image cherish
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death
That I may not perish.
2

Make me see Your great distress,
Anguish, and affliction,
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness
And Your crucifixion;
Make me see how scourge and rod,
Spear and nails did wound You,
How for them You died, O God,
Who with thorns had crowned You.

3

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone
Make me see Your passion,
But its cause to me make known
And its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin
Wrought Your deep affliction;
This indeed the cause has been
Of Your crucifixion.

4

Grant that I Your passion view
With repentant grieving.
10

"Jesus, I Will Ponder Now" LSB 440

Let me not bring shame to You
By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun
Ev’ry sinful pleasure
Since for me God’s only Son
Suffered without measure?
5

If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!

6

Graciously my faith renew;
Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav’n above
Sing Your praise forever.

Text: Public domain

SERMON

“The Lamb Without Blemish” Exodus 12:1-6

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
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Stand
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

LSB 208

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity,
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS
LSB 208
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice
on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We
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give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent
Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father,
to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"When You Woke That Thursday Morning" LSB 445
1 When You woke that Thursday morning,
Savior, teacher, faithful friend,
Thoughts of self and safety scorning,
Knowing how the day would end;
Lamb of God, foretold for ages,
Now at last the hour had come
When but One could pay sin’s wages:
You assumed their dreadful sum.
2

Never so alone and lonely,
Longing with tormented heart
To be with Your dear ones only
For a quiet hour apart:
Sinless Lamb and fallen creature,
One last paschal meal to eat,
One last lesson as their teacher,
Washing Your disciples’ feet.

3

What was there that You could give them
That would never be outspent,
What great gift that would outlive them,
What last will and testament?
“Show Me and the world you love Me,
Know Me as the Lamb of God:
Do this in remembrance of Me,
Eat this body, drink this blood.”
14

4

One in faith, in love united,
All one body, You the head,
When we meet, by You invited,
You are with us, as You said.
One with You and one another
In a unity sublime,
See in us Your sister, brother,
One in ev’ry place and time.

5

One day all the Church will capture
That bright vision glorious,
And Your saints will know the rapture
That Your heart desired for us,
When the longed-for peace and union
Of the Greatest and the least
Meet in joyous, blest communion
In Your never-ending feast.

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598

Stand
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 212

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
15

C

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN TO DEPART
"The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord" LSB 634 sts. 5-8
5 We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery
And trust this word where life begins:
“Given and shed for all your sins.”
6

They who this word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—
May we this warning keep in mind!

7

But blest is each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain
With all who here His grace obtain.

8

Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.

Text: Public domain
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+ LENT, HOLY WEEK, & EASTER SCHEDULE +
Please join us for our full schedule of special services as we mark this holy season
of meditation on Christ’s Passion & Death, followed by the glory of His
Resurrection.
Midweek Lenten Services
Weds., Mar. 3rd

7:00 P.M.

Divine Service

Weds., Mar. 10th

7:00 P.M.

Divine Service

Weds., Mar. 17th

7:00 P.M.

Divine Service

Weds., Mar. 24th

7:00 P.M.

Divine Service

The Triduum
Thurs., Apr. 1st

7:00 P.M.

Holy Thursday Divine Service

Fri., Apr. 2nd

1:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Good Friday Chief Service
Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers

Sat., Apr. 3rd

5:00 P.M.

Vigil of Easter

The Resurrection of Our Lord
Sun., Apr. 4th
6:30 A.M.
Easter Sunrise Divine Service
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Easter Day Divine Service
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+ SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE +
Tonight, 2/24
Wednesday, 7:00 P.M.

ELDER

ORGANIST

Dana B.

Digital Music

Next Wednesday, 3/3
Wednesday, 7:00 P.M.

David M.

Digital Music
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