+ ASH WEDNESDAY +
Wednesday, 3 February A+D 2021 • 7:00 P.M.
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four, pg. 203

+ IMPOSITION OF ASHES +
Those who desire to receive ashes are invited to come forward to the
communion rail prior to the service. Using the right thumb, the pastor
places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross,
saying:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence.
There is no statement of dismissal.
The service will begin at 7:00 P.M. with the singing of the Hymn of
Invocation.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION
"'As Surely as I Live,' God Said" LSB 614
1 “As surely as I live,” God said,
“I would not see the sinner dead.
I want him turned from error’s ways,
Repentant, living endless days.”
2

And so our Lord gave this command:
“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land;
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace
Who will repent and mend their ways.

1

3

“All those whose sins you thus remit
I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins you will retain
Condemned and guilty shall remain.

4

“What you will bind, that bound shall be;
What you will loose, that shall be free;
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n
To open, close the gates of heav’n.”

5

The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.

6

When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.

7

All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,
In which You show Your richest grace;
From false indulgence guard our race.

D 8

Praise God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!

Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

2

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT
Psalm 57:1–3a, c; antiphon: Liturgical Text
P You have mercy on all, O Lord,
3
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and abhor nothing you have made.
You look past the sins of men that they may repent.
You spare them all because you are our Lord, our God.
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
for in you my soul takes refuge;
in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge,
till the storms of destruction pass by.
I cry out to God Most High,
to God who fulfills his purpose for me.
He will send from heaven and save me.
God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P
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You have mercy on all, O Lord,
and abhor nothing you have made.
You look past the sins of men that they may repent.
You spare them all because you are our Lord, our God.

KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us
new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full
pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
4

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Jonah 3:1–10
P The Old Testament Reading for Ash Wednesday is from Jonah,
chapter 3.
1

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the
message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the
city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed
God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of
them to the least of them.
6
The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his
throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in
ashes. 7And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh,
“By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8but
let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out
mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands. 9Who knows? God may turn and relent
and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil
way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to
them, and he did not do it.
2

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

5

GRADUAL
Psalm 57:1a, 3a
P Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
C for in you my soul takes refuge.
P He will send from heaven and save me;
C he will put to shame him who tramples on me.
EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from 2 Peter, chapter 1.
2

2 Peter 1:2–11

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord.
3
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own
glory and excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his precious and
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the
world because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort
to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection,
and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was
cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more
diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice
these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly
provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

6

TRACT
Psalm 103:10; 79:8a, 9a
P He does not deal with us according to our sins,
C nor repay us according to our iniquities.
P Do not remember against us our former iniquities;
C let your compassion come speedily to meet us.
P Help us, O God of our salvation,
C for the glory of your name.
HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward
from your Father who is in heaven.
2
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may
be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
5
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that
they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received
their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. . . .
16
“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others.
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you
fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not
be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.
19
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for
7

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
8

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee" LSB 607
1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee,
In trial and tribulation;
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me,
Lord, hear my supplication.
If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin,
Who then could heaven ever win
Or stand before Thy presence?
2

Thy love and grace alone avail
To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail
To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand,
But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

3

Therefore my hope is in the Lord
And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word
To them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just;

9

This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.
4

And though it tarry through the night
And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might
Nor count itself forsaken.
O Israel, trust in God your Lord.
Born of the Spirit and the Word,
Now wait for His appearing.

5

Though great our sins, yet greater still
Is God’s abundant favor;
His hand of mercy never will
Abandon us, nor waver.
Our shepherd good and true is He,
Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.

Text: Public domain

SERMON

"Our Repentance and God’s Repentance" Jonah 3:1-10

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.

LSB 208
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C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 208
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your
name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a
sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a
substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not
11

Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for
many.
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham
our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
12

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI
C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
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2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Today Your Mercy Calls Us" LSB 915
1 Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.
2

Today Your gate is open,
And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome
And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten,
13

A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav’n.
3

Today our Father calls us;
His Holy Spirit waits;
His blessèd angels gather
Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us
How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father’s home.

4

O all-embracing Mercy,
O ever-open Door,
What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open,
One ear will hear our prayer.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"Jesus Sinners Doth Receive" LSB 609
1 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
2

We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
14

Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
3

Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

4

I, a sinner, come to Thee
With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;
Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

5

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6

Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7

Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
15

Text: Public domain

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.
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2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

16

BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"O Lord, throughout These Forty Days" LSB 418
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
2

You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.

3

Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.

4

Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598
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