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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION
"Hail to the Lord's Anointed" LSB 398
1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free,
To take away transgression
And rule in equity.
2

He comes with rescue speedy
To those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy
And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Were precious in His sight.

3

He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth;
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
Spring in His path to birth.
Before Him on the mountains
Shall peace, the herald, go;

1

And righteousness in fountains
From hill to valley flow.
4

Kings shall fall down before Him
And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him,
His praise all people sing.
To Him shall prayer unceasing
And daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing,
A kingdom without end.

5

O’er ev’ry foe victorious,
He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever—
That name to us is Love.

Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
2

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT
Psalm 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a
P Shower, O heavens, from above,
C and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
P let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit;
C let the earth cause them both to sprout.
P The heavens declare the glory of God,
C and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
3

P
C
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Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their
words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end
of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
♪Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

P
C
P
C

Shower, O heavens, from above,
and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit;
let the earth cause them both to sprout.

KYRIE
C ♪Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

LSB 186

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
P ♪Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted
by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C ♪Amen.

4

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Deuteronomy 18:15–19
P The Old Testament Reading for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is
from Deuteronomy, chapter 18.
15

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall
listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again
the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest
I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they
have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and
he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever
will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I
myself will require it of him.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
Psalm 145:18, 21
P The LORD is near to all who call on him,
C to all who call on him in truth.
P My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
C and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.
EPISTLE
P The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4.
4

Philippians 4:4–7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the
5

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
LSB 190; Psalm 40:17b
C ♪Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
P Alleluia. You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my
God! Alleluia.
C ♪Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL
John 1:19-28
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C ♪Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
19

This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed,
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him,
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the
prophet Isaiah said.”
24
(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him,
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but
among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.
6

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C ♪Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
7

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
"O Come, O Come Emmanuel" LSB 357
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
2

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

3

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

4

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

5

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

8

6

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Public domain

SERMON

"Jesus: A Prophet for Our Day" Deuteronomy 18:15-19

Stand
OFFERTORY
C

LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with
Thy free spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE
P ♪The Lord be with you.

LSB 194

9

C ♪And with thy spirit.
P ♪Lift up your hearts.
C ♪We lift them up unto the Lord.
P ♪Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C ♪It is meet and right so to do.
P ♪It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and
calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
SANCTUS
LSB 195
C ♪Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
LORD’S PRAYER
P ♪Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
10

LSB 196

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C ♪For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 197
P ♪Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
♪In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P ♪The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C ♪Amen.

LSB 197

AGNUS DEI
LSB 198
C ♪O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit
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DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name" LSB 549
1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.
2

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God,
Who from His altar call;
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
And crown Him Lord of all.
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
And crown Him Lord of all.

3

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown Him Lord of all.
Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown Him Lord of all.

4

Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line,
Whom David Lord did call,
The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.
The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.

5

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
12

Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
6

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

7

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
"The Infant Priest Was Holy Born" LSB 624
1 The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.
2

This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

3

The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

13

4

But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5

The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6

The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7

With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
LSB 199
C ♪Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

14

THANKSGIVING
P ♪O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C ♪and His mercy endureth forever.

LSB 200

P ♪Let us pray.
♪O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P ♪The Lord be with you.
C ♪And with thy spirit.
BENEDICAMUS
P ♪Bless we the Lord.
C ♪Thanks be to God.

LSB 202

BENEDICTION
LSB 202
P ♪The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you
peace.
C ♪Amen, amen, amen.
HYMN TO DEPART
"What Child Is This" LSB 370
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
15

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
2

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

16

