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WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE YOU WITH US TODAY AS WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S 
GIFTS OF FORGIVENESS, LIFE, AND SALVATION. If you are with us for the first time, 
please take a moment to introduce yourself to our pastor. Should you be looking for a 
church home, please indicate so when you sign the Record of Fellowship tablet. We 
would love to take the opportunity to tell you more about our congregation and what 
it means to be a part of the people of God here in the Twin Cities area. 
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION: In the 
Sacrament of the Altar, our Lord Jesus Christ gives us His very Body 
and Blood to eat and drink. Receiving the Sacrament is not merely a 
matter between God and the person, but a “communion,” 
something done in “community.” It is a public confession of our faith 
and expression of the unity that exists between Christians. Because 
of these reasons, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church practices closed 

communion.  We invite those who are members in good standing of LCMS 
congregations to join us at the altar today. All those communing for the first time should 
speak with the pastor before doing so. 
 
PREPARING FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR: Christ offers His very body and blood, 
with the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins. Those who come before the 
holy altar of God to receive this body and blood do so having prepared to receive this 
holy gift. 
1.   Have you confessed your sins before God in heaven? (See the Ten Commandments, 

LSB page 321.) 
2.   Are you able to come forward in a spirit of unity with those communing with you? 

(See 1 Corinthians 1:10; 11:18-19.) 
3.   Do you share the confession of faith proclaimed in this congregation and church 

body? (See Acts 2:42, 1 Corinthians 11:26.) 
4.   Do you believe that this bread and wine is truly the body and blood of Christ? (See 

LSB, page 326, “What is the Sacrament of the Altar?”) 
5.  Do you believe that this body and blood are given for your forgiveness, life, and 

salvation? (See LSB page 327, “What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?”) 
 

Our Redeemer is a congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
To learn more about The LCMS, visit www.lcms.org. 

 



 1 

 

 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday, 16 August A+D 2026 • 10:00 A.M. 

Wednesday, 19 August A+D 2026 • 7:00 P.M. 
 

Lutheran Service Book, 
Divine Service, Setting Three, pg. 184 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty; 

    Zion, let me enter there, 
Where my soul in joyful duty 
    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessèd is this place, 
Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
2 Gracious God, I come before Thee; 

    Come Thou also unto me. 
Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 
    There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, O enter Thou; 
Let it be Thy temple now! 

 
3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 

    Here Thy seed is duly sown. 
Let my soul, where it is planted, 
    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be 
Fruitful unto life in me. 

 
4 Thou my faith increase and quicken; 

    Let me keep Thy gift divine, 
Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 
    May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
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As my guiding star through life, 
As my comfort in all strife. 

 
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

    Let Thy will be done indeed. 
May I undisturbed draw near Thee 
    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; 
Here is balm for all our woes. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8 

 
The LORD is the strength of his | people;* 
 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 
To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 
 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down | to the pit. 
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to | you for help,* 
 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctu- | ary. 
Blessèd | be the LORD!* 
 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for | mercy. 
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and | I am 
helped;* 
 my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to him. 
 

C♪ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 

The LORD is the strength of his | people;* 
 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 
C♪ Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187 
P♪ Glory be to God on high: 
C♪ and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P♪ The Lord be with you. 
C♪ And with thy spirit. 
  

P♪ Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings 
even though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us 
steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♪ Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 
P The Old Testament Reading for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost is from 

Isaiah, chapter 56. 
  

1Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
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for soon my salvation will come, 
 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 
6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
 and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 
 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 
“I will gather yet others to him 
 besides those already gathered.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

 
Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 
 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 
 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 
P The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 11. 
  
 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God 
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 
 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to 
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow 
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Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15For if their rejection means the 
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the 
dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards 
election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and 
the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were at one time disobedient to 
God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they too 
have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also 
may now receive mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he 
may have mercy on all. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 190; Psalm 147:2-3 
C♪ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
P♪ Alleluia. The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of | 

Israel.* 
  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Alle- | luia. 
C♪ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 
C♪ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed 
by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and 
begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is 
not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
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28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you 
as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C♪ Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  
Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “In Christ There Is No East or West” LSB 653 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, 

    In Him no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love 
    Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
2 With God there is no tribe or race; 

    In Him we all are one. 
He loves us as His children through 
    Our faith in His dear Son. 

 
3 So, brothers, sisters, praise His name 

    Who died to set us free 
From sin, division, hate, and shame, 
    From spite and enmity! 

 
4 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

    Whate’er your race may be; 
Who serves my Father as His child 
    Is surely kin to me. 

 
5 In Christ now meet both east and west; 

    In Him meet south and north. 
All Christian souls are one in Him 
    Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110002598 

 
SERMON “What Are You Willing to Be in Jesus’ Kingdom?” Matthew 15:21-28 
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Stand 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 
C♪ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 
free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE LSB 194 
P♪ The Lord be with you. 
C♪ And with thy spirit. 
  
P♪ Lift up your hearts. 
C♪ We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P♪ Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C♪ It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P♪ It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord … Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 195 
C♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
P♪ Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C♪ For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
P♪ Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI LSB 197 
P♪ The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C♪ Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 
C♪ O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 



 11 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (SUN. ONLY) “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 
LSB 622 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared 
    This feast for our salvation; 
It is Your body and Your blood, 
    And at Your invitation 
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 
We come to You for needed rest, 
    For comfort, and for pardon. 

 
2 Although You did to heav’n ascend, 

    Where angel hosts are dwelling, 
And in Your presence they behold 
    Your glory, all excelling, 
And though Your people shall not see 
Your glory and Your majesty 
    Till dawns the judgment morning, 

 
3 Yet, Savior, You are not confined 

    To any habitation; 
But You are present even now 
    Here with Your congregation. 
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, 
Unmoved by any daring hand 
    Or subtle craft and cunning. 

 
4 We eat this bread and drink this cup, 

    Your precious Word believing 
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That Your true body and Your blood 
    Our lips are here receiving. 
This Word remains forever true; 
All things are possible with You, 
    For You are Lord Almighty. 

 
5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 
Your body, Lord, is even now 
    At once in many places. 
I leave to You how this can be; 
Your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    And let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
Refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

 
7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
And, truly grieving for our sins, 
    May prove by our behavior 
That we are thankful for Your grace 
And day by day may run our race, 
    In holiness increasing. 

 
8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    The world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be 
A blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 
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Text: Public domain 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN (SUN. ONLY) “Come, My Soul, with Every Care” LSB 779 
1 Come, my soul, with ev’ry care, 

Jesus loves to answer prayer; 
He Himself has bid thee pray, 
Therefore will not turn away. 

 
2 Thou art coming to a King, 

Large petitions with thee bring; 
For His grace and pow’r are such 
None can ever ask too much. 

 
3 With my burden I begin: 

Lord, remove this load of sin; 
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt, 
Set my conscience free from guilt. 

 
4 Lord, Thy rest to me impart, 

Take possession of my heart; 
There Thy blood-bought right maintain 
And without a rival reign. 

 
5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 
As my guide, my guard, my friend, 
Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 
6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 
Let me live a life of faith; 
Let me die Thy people’s death. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (SUN. ONLY) “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB 770 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 
C♪ Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, 
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a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING LSB 200 
P♪ O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C♪ and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P♪ Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♪ Amen. 
 

P♪ The Lord be with you. 
C♪ And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 
P♪ Bless we the Lord. 
C♪ Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 
P♪ The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♪ Amen, amen, amen. 
 

HYMN TO DEPART “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” LSB 941 
1 We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
    To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 
    The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 
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2 The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 

The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 
    The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 
    Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song: 
“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!” 

 
3 You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 

Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 
    You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 
    Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 

 
4 You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 

Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 
    We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 
    So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen! 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 



 

NEWS & NOTES 
 
WANT TO DIG DEEP INTO LUTHERAN DOCTRINE? If you’re interested in studying the 
Book of Concord—the Confessions of the Lutheran Church—speak to Pastor Ruesch as 
we look to begin a study group. COPIES OF THE BOOK OF CONCORD are available for 
purchase in the church office for $45 each. 
 
PASTOR AND HEATHER WISH TO INVITE YOU to join them in celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary with a special cookout/lunch following the service on Sunday, 
August 23rd. All food and beverage will be provided! In lieu of cards & gifts, they have 
asked our church family to make donations for cleaning up/refreshing the playground. 
Checks can be made to Our Redeemer and designated for the Building Fund. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP with some projects around the church building. See 
the sign-up sheet in the narthex if you would like to donate your time. 
 
LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH YEAR – PENTECOST XII: “Thus says the LORD: Keep 
justice, and do righteousness …” (Isaiah 56:1, 7)! Keep justice for innocent unborn 
babies and for every human life, dear Christian friends. “For God has consigned all to 
disobedience, that He may have mercy on all” (Romans 11:32). All have sinned and 
fallen short—every age, every ability, every race, both genders—and God has had mercy 
on all in Christ our crucified and risen Lord of life! Let us pray for His mercy, along with 
the Canaanite woman’s cry for her daughter (Matthew 21:22), even when we don’t 
receive an answer to our for-life prayers right away. 
 
THE MESSAGE CONCERNING THE WORK AND PERSON OF CHRIST is meant to bring joy 
to the sorrowing and light to those in the darkness. The light of God’s mercy shines into 
the darkest of situations; the Holy Spirit guides people to confess their sins and brings 
forgiveness to those who have participated in abortions, pointed people to end their 
own lives, or suggested that someone be harmed in some other way.” Rev. Dennis 
Norby, Grace Free Lutheran Church, Valley City, North Dakota – A Life Quote from 
Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
A NOTE FROM LCMS STEWARDSHIP: Matthew 15:27 – “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” These are the words of faith, for faith 
means receiving what God gives. And God has given us so much more than just the 
crumbs that fall from the table — He has given us life, salvation, body and soul, eyes 
and ears, possessions and income. That’s where our stewardship starts: with faith in the 
God who is the greatest Giver. 
 
AS YOUR FAMILY CREATES NEW ROUTINES in this new school year, consider adding a 
time of devotion together. A simple daily devotion guide can be found at thelc.ms/daily-
devotions-guide.   



 

 
 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE 
 

 MUSIC ELDERS ALTAR GUILD FELLOWSHIP 
Week of 8/16 
Sun., 10:00 A.M. Bruce Rasmussen Eric Rhode 

Jim Sleik 
Sydney Swanson The Johnsons 

Wed., 7:00 P.M.  Dustin Sotka Jamie Cruz Sydney Swanson N/A 
 

Week of 8/23 
Sun., 10:00 A.M. Bruce Rasmussen 

& Praise Band 
Rob Kuehl 

Will Patton 
Lisa Swanson Anniversary Lunch 

Wed., 7:00 P.M.  Dustin Sotka Will Patton Lisa Swanson N/A 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

DATE TIME EVENT 
Sunday (16) 8:45 A.M. 

10:00 A.M. 
11:30 A.M. 
11:30 A.M. 

Education Hour 
Divine Service 

Coffee & Fellowship 
New Members’ Class 

Monday (17)   
Tuesday (18)   
Wednesday (19) 5:30 P.M. 

7:00 P.M 
Praise Band Practice 

Divine Service 
Thursday (20) 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 
Friday (21)  Pastor’s Day Off 
Saturday (22)   
Sunday (23) 8:45 A.M. 

10:00 A.M. 
11:30 A.M. 

Education Hour 
Divine Service 

Pastor & Heather’s Anniversary Lunch/Cookout 
 

JULY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

 JULY YEAR-TO-DATE 
Receipts: $19,317.16 $135,099.86 
Expenses: $16,360.98 $135,723.48 
Difference: +$2,956.18 -$623.62 
 

ATTENDANCE REPORT 
 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE COMMUNION 
Sunday, August 9th, 10:00 A.M. 108 77 
Wednesday, August 12th, 7:00 P.M. 16 16 
Total for Week of 8/9 124 93 
 
 
 


