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ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

Order of Service: LSB, Divine Service, Setting Three, pg. 184
Hymns: 361, 345, 621, 346, 344, 338, 549
Sermon Title: “What Are You Expecting?”
Sermon Text: Matthew 11:2-11

WELCOME TO OUR REDEEMER

WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE YOU WITH US TODAY AS WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S
GIFTS OF FORGIVENESS, LIFE, AND SALVATION. If you are with us for the first time,
please take a moment to introduce yourself to our pastor. Should you be looking for a
church home, please indicate so when you sign the Record of Fellowship tablet. We
would love to take the opportunity to tell you more about our congregation and what
it means to be a part of the people of God here in the Twin Cities area.

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION: In the
Sacrament of the Altar, our Lord Jesus Christ gives us His very Body
and Blood to eat and drink. Receiving the Sacrament is not merely
a matter between God and the person, but a “communion,”
something done in “community.” It is a public confession of our
faith and expression of the unity that exists between Christians.
Because of these reasons, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
practices closed communion. We invite those who are members in good standing of
LCMS congregations to join us at the altar today. All those communing for the first time
should speak with the pastor before doing so.

PREPARING FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR: Christ offers His very body and blood,
with the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins. Those who come before the
holy altar of God to receive this body and blood do so having prepared to receive this
holy gift.
1. Have you confessed your sins before God in heaven? (See the Ten Commandments,
LSB page 321.)
2. Are you able to come forward in a spirit of unity with those communing with you?
(See 1 Corinthians 1:10; 11:18-19.)
3. Do you share the confession of faith proclaimed in this congregation and church
body? (See Acts 2:42, 1 Corinthians 11:26.)
4. Do you believe that this bread and wine is truly the body and blood of Christ? (See
LSB, page 326, “What is the Sacrament of the Altar?”)
5. Do you believe that this body and blood are given for your forgiveness, life, and
salvation? (See LSB page 327, “What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?”)

Our Redeemer is a congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
To learn more about The LCMS, visit www.lcms.org.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

POINSETTIA YOUTH GROUP SALE THIS MORNING: Youth Group will again be selling
poinsettias this holiday season. $20 per poinsettia with the option to take home or have
it placed in front of the Sanctuary.

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are now in your mailbox. If you did not receive envelopes
and would like them or do not have a mailbox and would like one, please contact Claire
in the church office at (906) 774-1844 or at secretary@ourredeemerkingsford.org.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE AT OUR REDEEMER: Join us in receiving the newborn
King!

Sunday, December 24%:  9:00 A.M. Divine Service (Advent 4)
7:00 P.M. Candlelight Service

Monday, December 25'": 9:00 A.M. Christmas Day Divine Service

Please note that there is no Catechism Vespers or Wednesday Evening Divine Service
during the week of 12/20 & 12/27 due to Pastor Matt’s injury.

BOTTLES/CANS: The Youth Group wants your bottles and cans! You may drop off your
bottles/cans at the church entrance bottle bin.

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH YEAR—Advent IlI: “Speak tenderly” in Isaiah 40:1-2 is
literally “speak to the heart.” More than nice-sounding words, all of the Good News
encapsulated in the first and second coming of Jesus speaks powerfully to those with
struggling and burdened hearts. The life issues give us opportunity to speak this Good
News to matters of the heart, especially those considered “controversial” and
“divisive.” Prayer: Thank You for touching our hearts with the Good News! Help us share
it with all who deal with matters of the heart. Amen.

“1 DON’T KNOW WHAT EXACTLY YOU EXPECT THIS CHRISTMAS. But | can tell you to
set your expectations high as you listen to God’s Advent call. Listen to His promises.
Look in the manger. And you'll find hope and unity now and into eternity.” Rev. Peter
Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota — A Life Quote
from Lutherans For Life e lutheransforlife.org




SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE

MUSIC ELDERS ALTAR GUILD
Week of 12/17
Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Marian Volek & Dana Bey Maridol Bey
Choir
Wednesday, 7:00 P.M. NO SERVICE
Week of 12/24
Sunday, 9:00 A.M. Digital Music Rob Kuehl Sue Rochon
Sunday, 7:00 P.M. Digital Music Jim Reed Sue Rochon
Sunday, 11:00 P.M. NO SERVICE
Monday, 9:00 A.M. Digital Music Jim Reed Sue Rochon
THIS WEEK AT OUR REDEEMER
DATE TIME EVENT
Sunday (17) 8:30 A.M. Fellowship
9:00 A.M. Divine Service
10:30 A.M. Education Hour
Monday (18)
Tuesday (19) 5:30 P.M. Gsus Singers
Wednesday (20)
Thursday (21) 10:00 A.M. Bible Study
Friday (22) Pastor’s Day Off
Saturday (23) 6:00 P.M. Movie Night
Sunday (24) 9:00 A.M. Divine Service
7:00 P.M. Candlelight Lessons & Carols

GIVING REPORT & BUDGET UPDATE

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Last Week Offering:
Other Income and Gifts:

Total Income This Week:

Needed for Budget:
Difference:

SERVICE

Sunday, 12/10, 9:00 A.M.

YEAR-TO-DATE

$2,259.00  Year-to-Date Offerings:
$420.00  Other Income and Gifts:
$2,679.00 Total Income This Year:
$3,346.24  Needed for Budget:
-$667.24  Difference:
ATTENDANCE REPORT

$134,464.09
$23,043.40
$157,507.49
$163,964.76
-$6,457.27

ATTENDANCE COMMUNION

74 65



THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Gaudete
Sunday, 17 December A+D 2023 * 9:00 A.M.

Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Three, pg. 184

Confession and Absolution

HYMN OF INVOCATION "O Little Town of Bethlehem" LSB 361
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.

No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.



O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,

Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)
C

(P)

RER=

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.



(P)

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Word
INTROIT Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
[P) Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
[P) Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
[P) LORD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
[P) You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
P) Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
[P) Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not
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turn back to folly.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord always;

again I will say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.

LSB 186

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.



Lord, have mercy upon us.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
[P)» The Lord be with you.
> And with thy spirit.

P> Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

> Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

(P)

chapter 40.

!Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare 1s ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”

Isaiah 40:1-11
The Old Testament Reading for the Third Sunday in Advent is from Isaiah,



All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
’Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
""He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 80:1-2
P} You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Stir up your might and come to save us!
P) Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
[P) The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 4.

IThis is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
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trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you
or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. *I am not aware of
anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who
judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will
disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation
from God.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 190; Psalm 80:2b
> Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

P} Alleluia. Stir up your might and come to save us. Alleluia.
> Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
» Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: >the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached
to them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
SWhat then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. “What then did you go out to see?
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is
written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’



HTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
» Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,



who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY "Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding" LSB 345
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!
“Christ is near,” we hear it say.

“Cast away the works of darkness,
All you children of the day!”

2 Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all, to be forgiv’n;

4 So, when next He comes in glory
And the world 1s wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy
And with words of love draw near.

A 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion
To the Father and the Son

With the ever-living Spirit
While eternal ages run!

Text: Public domain



SERMON “What Are You Expecting?” Matthew 11:2-11
Stand

OFFERTORY LSB 192

> Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy
free spirit. Amen.

Sit
OFFERING
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Service of the Sacrament
PREFACE LSB 194

[P)» The Lord be with you.
> And with thy spirit.

P> Lift up your hearts.
> We lift them up unto the Lord.

[P)» Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
»> It is meet and right so to do.

[P)» It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might



escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS LSB 195
» Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196
P)» Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

(4> For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197
[P)»> Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,

10

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



PAX DOMINI LSB 197

[P)» The peace of the Lord be with you always.
> Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 198
> O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" LSB 621
1  Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending
Comes our homage to demand.

2 King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food.

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,

11



Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN "When All the World Was Cursed” LSB 346
1  When all the world was cursed

By Moses’ condemnation,

Saint John the Baptist came
With words of consolation.

With true forerunner’s zeal
The greater One he named,

And Him, as yet unknown,
As Savior he proclaimed.

2 Before he yet was born,

He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord

Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream,

A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him

Of whom the prophets told:

3 Behold the Lamb of God
That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes
The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God,
Who takes away our sin,

12



Who for our peace and joy
Will full atonement win.

4 O grant, dear Lord of love,
That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John,
Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him
In His eternal day.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002598

DISTRIBUTION HYMN "On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry" LSB 344
1  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;

Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4  Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

A5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,

13



Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" LSB 338
1  Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,

Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,

Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule 1n all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Text: Public domain

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199
> Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy
word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people,

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

14



THANKSGIVING LSB 200
[P]» O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
> and His mercy endureth forever.

P> Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

> Amen.

[P)» The Lord be with you.
> And with thy spirit.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202
(P)» Bless we the Lord.
» Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION LSB 202
[P)» The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
» Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN TO DEPART "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name" LSB 549
1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.

2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God,
Who from His altar call;

15



Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
And crown Him Lord of all.

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
And crown Him Lord of all.

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,

Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown Him Lord of all.

Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown Him Lord of all.

Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line,
Whom David Lord did call,

The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.

The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,

Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball

To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!

We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.



We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

Text: Public domain
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