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+ TODAY WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION +
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the
confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives
into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin,
and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and
loves us, that they may show forth His death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed
at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing
from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire
to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

+ ABOUT OUR MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES +
In 1 Corinthians 5:7, St. Paul says, “Christ, our Passover Lamb” has been sacrificed. He
makes the explicit connection between the Passover meal of Old Testament Israel and
the suffering and death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Just prior to His Passion and Death,
Jesus himself used the Passover meal to institute a “new testament in His blood.”
For our Midweek Lenten Series this year, we will examine connections between the
account of the first Passover in Exodus 12. There, the Lord God sent a final plague upon
the land of Egypt—the death of the firstborn—and delivered Israel out of their slavery.
We will follow each of those readings with a reading from The Passion of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. This reading will be a “conflation” or “harmonization” of the four Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. It will compile all four Gospel accounts together into
one account of our Lord’s Passion, beginning with the institution of the Lord’s Supper
on Thursday evening and culminating with Christ’s burial at the end of the day on Friday.
One of the most well-known Passion harmonizations was compiled in the 16th century by
Johannes Bugenhagen: colleague, friend, and pastor to Martin Luther himself.
Throughout the history of Lutheranism, there is a long tradition of hearing from such
Passion histories. I pray that it will be a blessing to you as it has blessed numerous
Lutherans over the past 500 years!
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Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Four, pg. 203

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LSB 427

Stand
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 203

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
KYRIE

LSB 204

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may
be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 12:29-32
29
At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the
dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and
all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was
not a house where someone was not dead. 31Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by
night and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel;
and go, serve the LORD, as you have said. 32Take your flocks and your herds, as you have
said, and be gone, and bless me also!”
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
V. Calvary
The soldiers now had charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out of the city
to a place called Skull Hill, in Hebrew, Golgotha. As they led him away, they laid hold
of Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the
country. On him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus. Following him was
a great company of people and of women who bewailed and lamented him. Jesus turned
to them and said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. The days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave suck.’ Then they will say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these things with a
green tree, what will happen with a dry one?”
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There were also two others, criminals whom they led along to be put to death with him.
When they came to the place called Golgotha, they gave him wine mingled with gall to
drink, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.
It was the third hour, and there they crucified him.
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
The two criminals they also crucified with him—one on his right, the other on his left,
with Jesus in the middle. The Scripture was then fulfilled which says, “And he was
numbered with the transgressors.”
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they cast lots to divide his clothes and decide
what each should take. They made four parts, one for each soldier. There remained his
tunic, which was without seam, woven in one piece from the top to the bottom. They said
to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to decide who shall have it.” The
Scripture was thus fulfilled which says, “They divided my garments among them and
cast lots for my clothing.” These things the soldiers did and, sitting down, they kept watch
over him there.
Over his head was put the charge against him. Pilate wrote the notice to be put on the
cross. It read, JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS. This title was read by
many of the Jews, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near to the city, and it was
written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. The chief priests of the Jews then said to Pilate,
“You should not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but ‘This man said, I am the King of the
Jews.’”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
People stood by, watching. Those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads,
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
yourself. If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him to one another saying,
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now come
down from the cross that we may see and believe. He trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”
The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him wine, and saying, “If
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.” The thieves who were crucified with him
also reviled him. And one of the criminals who hung there with him railed at him:
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.”
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God since you are under the same
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are getting what we deserve for what we
have done; but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Near to the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then he said to
the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.
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About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
When some of them that were standing there heard it, they said, “He is calling for
Elijah.”
After this, Jesus knew that all things were accomplished. Fulfilling the Scripture he
said, “I thirst.” There was a jar of wine standing there. One of them ran immediately to
get a sponge. He filled it with wine, put it on a reed, held it up to his mouth, and gave it
to him to drink.
Others said, “Wait and see if Elijah will come and save him.”
When Jesus had received the wine, he cried with a loud voice, “It is finished!” Then
he said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth
shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who
had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection
they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he died, he said, “Truly, this man
was the Son of God.”
All the people who had gathered to see the sight, when they saw what had happened,
turned away beating their breasts. Those who had known him stood at a distance, as also
the women who had followed him from Galilee. Among them was Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome the mother of the sons
of Zebedee.
It was the day of Preparation before the Sabbath, and this was Passover Sabbath.
Therefore, so that the bodies should not remain on the crosses during the Sabbath, the
Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies removed. So the soldiers came
and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with him. But when
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs, but one
of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.
One who saw it is our witness, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth
that you also may believe. These things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled,
“Not one of his bones shall be broken.” And again, another Scripture says, “They shall
look on him whom they pierced.”
By this time evening had come. A respected member of the council, Joseph of
Arimathea, was one who was looking for the kingdom of God, a good and righteous man
who had not consented to their purpose and deed. He was a disciple of Jesus secretly, for
he feared the Jews. Now he took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus.
Pilate was astonished that he could be dead already. He called for the centurion and
asked him whether Jesus was already dead. When he was assured by the centurion that it
was so, Pilate granted Joseph the corpse and commanded that it be given over to him.
Joseph bought fine linen and came and took the body of Jesus. Nicodemus came also,
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound weight. It was he who had
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first come to Jesus by night. They then took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen
cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new
tomb, where no one had ever been buried. Joseph laid the body in his own new tomb,
which he had hewn out in the rock, and rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, and
departed.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were sitting there opposite the
sepulcher and saw where he was laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and
ointments. On the sabbath day they rested according to the commandment.
On the next day, the day after the Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees went
together to Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that imposter said, while he was still
alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command that the sepulcher be made
secure until the third day to stop his disciples from coming and stealing him and saying
to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ making the final deception worse than the
first.”
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go and make it as secure as you
know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting a
watch.
Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED

LSB 207

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Upon the Cross Extended” LSB 453

Sit
SERMON

“The Firstborn Lamb” Exodus 12:29-32

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
Stand
PREFACE

LSB 208

SANCTUS

LSB 208

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LSB 209

LORD’S PRAYER

LSB 209

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

LSB 209

PAX DOMINI

LSB 209
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AGNUS DEI

LSB 210

Sit
DISTRIBUTION

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” LSB 621

Stand
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

LSB 212

BENEDICAMUS

LSB 212

BENEDICTION

LSB 212

HYMN TO DEPART

“Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious” LSB 548

Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless
otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.

+ SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE +
Tonight, 3/24
Wednesday, 7:00 P.M.

ELDER

ORGANIST

Dana B.

Digital Music
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+ HOLY WEEK, & EASTER SCHEDULE +
Please join us for our full schedule of special services as we mark this holy season of
meditation on Christ’s Passion & Death, followed by the glory of His Resurrection.
The Triduum
Thurs., Apr. 1st

7:00 P.M.

Holy Thursday Divine Service

nd

Fri., Apr. 2

1:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Good Friday Chief Service
Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers

Sat., Apr. 3rd

5:00 P.M.

Vigil of Easter

The Resurrection of Our Lord
Sun., Apr. 4th
6:30 A.M.
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
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Easter Sunrise Divine Service
Easter Day Divine Service

